










These guidelines are specified by the American Printing House for the Blind (APH). For more 
information, visit http://sun1.aph.org/edresearch/lpguide.htm 

Definition of Large Print 

Large print is generally defined as print for text passages that is larger than the print used by that 
segment of the population with normal vision. The sizes of print most commonly used by the 
sighted population range from 8-12 points in size. The American Printing House (APH)for the Blind 
takes the position that large print for use by the low vision population is print that is 18 points in 
size or larger. 

Guidelines

APH’s recommendations are based on replicated research performed by APH and other agencies. 
Researchers studied the impact of various large print characteristics on reading speed, 
comprehension, literacy, and usability by large print users and found subjects had better scores in 
all areas tested when using APHont. 

1. A font that is at least 18 points in size.  
2. X-height and t-heights of at least 1/8 inch.  
3. A typeface without serifs.  
4. Spacing between lines of print of at least 1.25 spaces.  
5. Headings and subheadings that are larger and bolder than regular large print text.  
6. Paragraphs that are block style and use 1 inch margins. The left margin should be 

justified and the right hand margin should not be justified. There should be no first-line 
indentations to delineate paragraphs.  

7. Printed materials with no columns or divided words.  
8. Black print on white, ivory, cream, or yellow paper with a dull finish so as not to 

promote glare.  
9. Print that is not used over a background design or other graphical material.  
10. Graphics that are not only enlarged, but 

maintain the same contrast, clarity, and 
appropriate coloration as those prepared for 
their sighted peers.  

11. Graphic materials, such as maps, graphs, and 
charts, which also adhere to type size, font, 
and other large print guidelines.  

12. Full-color or high-quality black line art 
rather than gray-scale or shaded drawings.  

13. Books that weigh no more than 32 ounces 
and are no larger in dimension than 9 inches 
by 12 inches by 2.5 inches.  

How do I get APHont? 

To download the new APHont Suite, visit 
http://sun1.aph.org/products/aphont.html 





For More Information

Fire Protection Publications
1-800-654-4055

http://www.ifsta.org

Oklahoma ABLE Tech
1-888-885-5588 (V/TDD) or 405-744-9748

http://okabletech.okstate.edu

Located at Oklahoma State University




