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    The mission of the System is to provide indigents with legal representation comparable to that obtainable by those who can afford counsel and to do so in the most cost-effective manner possible.
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    Charles "Tim" Laughlin, Executive Director						




    





    In the landmark 1963 United States Supreme Court opinion, Gideon v. Wainwright, Justice Hugo Black wrote, “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right […] to have the Assistance of counsel for his defense.” Justice Black went on to write, “A provision of the Bill of Rights which is “fundamental and essential to a fair trial” is made obligatory upon the States by the Fourteenth Amendment.” Article II, Section 20 of the Oklahoma Constitution affirms this promise. My colleagues and I at the Oklahoma Indigent Defense System are honored to be entrusted with keeping this promise throughout our Great State.

Please explore the rest of the site to learn about how the Oklahoma Indigent Defense System helps Oklahomans and defends our shared rights.

Respectfully,

Charles “Tim” Laughlin, Executive Director
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111 N. Peters Ave Suite 500

Norman, Oklahoma 73069
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