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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 3, 2005
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Regional Planning Meetings Blast Off Statewide Beginning Oct. 11th
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma’s mayors, city managers, airport managers and airport board members are invited to attend the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s scheduled regional planning meetings beginning Oct. 11 and held at various locations and dates throughout the state during October and November.
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s regional planning meetings provide a briefing on the airport system planning process, state and federal capital improvement programs and the federal administrative requirements, but most importantly, it teaches attendees how to get a project funded at their airport. It also includes a briefing on the new audit procedures and distribution of funds, the Non-Primary Entitlement program and safety inspections.
Steven Cooks, airport system planner, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, said city and airport leaders are encouraged to attend because the regional planning meetings provide attendees with the ability to get up close and personal with Commission staff.

 “Our primary audiences for these forums are mayors, city managers, airport managers and airport advisory board members,” Cooks said. “The meetings provide easy access to our staff and this will enable attendees to ask questions about the planning process, the capital improvement process, updating your airport development worksheet and new audit procedures.”
Dale Williams, airport development manager, said the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission accepted a request from the Federal Aviation Administration field office in 2004 to become a more active player and integral partner in the capital development process of federally funded projects.

“Under our expanded role, we now provide direct guidance, management and work with and secure project formulation packages directly from the airport owner on a schedule established by the FAA,” Williams said. 

The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system and the promotion of the aviation industry.
Below is a list of regional planning meeting locations and cities (airport sponsors) that will ideally go to the locations that are most convenient for them to attend. Of course, if you can’t make the meeting at the location closest to you, you care welcome to attend any of the meetings. They include: 
Northwest Technology Center: October 11, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	801 Vo-tech Drive 

Fairview, OK 73737-0250 

580-227-3708


Alva, Beaver, Boise City, Buffalo, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Enid, Fairview, Gage, Guymon, Hooker, Laverne, 
Mooreland, Okeene, Texhoma, Waynoka and Woodward.
Pioneer Technology Center: October 12, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	2101 N. Ash St. 

Ponca City, OK 74601-1110 

580-762-8336


Blackwell-Tonkawa, Chandler, Cleveland, Cushing, Medford, Pawnee, Perry, Ponca City, Pond Creek, Stillwater and Stroud.

Northeast Technology Center: October 13, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	Hwy 20, 6 miles west of Pryor

P.O. Box 825 

Pryor, OK 74362-0825 

918-825-5555


Afton-Grand Lake, Bartlesville, Bristow-Jones Memorial, Claremore, Cookson-Tenkiller, Grove, Hominy, Keystone, Ketchum, Miami, Pawhuska, Pryor, R. L. Jones, Sand Springs, Skiatook, Tahlequah, Wagoner and Vinita.

Kiamichi Technology Center in Stigler: October 18, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	1410 Old Military Rd. Stigler 

Stigler, OK 74462-9601 

918-967-2801 


Arrowhead State Park, Eufaula, Fountainhead State Park, Henryetta, Holdenville, McAlester, Muskogee, Okemah, Okmulgee, Poteau-Robert S. Kerr, Prague, Sallisaw, Seminole, Shawnee, Stigler, Talihina and Wilburton
Kiamichi Technology Center in Durant: October 19, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	810 Waldron Dr. 

Durant, OK 74701-1904 

580-924-7081


Ada, Antlers, Ardmore Downtown, Ardmore Municipal, Atoka, Broken Bow, Durant, Healdton, Hugo, Idabel, Lake Murray, Lake Texoma, Madill, Pauls Valley, Sulphur and Tishomingo.
Southwest Technology Center: October 20, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	711 W. Tamarack Rd. 

Altus, OK 73521-2500 

580-477-2250


Altus, Carnegie, Chattanooga, Cordell, Duncan, Elk City, Frederick, Grandfield, Hobart, Hollis, Mangum, Olustee, Sayre, Tipton and Walters.
Moore/Norman Technology Center: November 16, 2005 from 9-12 noon

	4701 12th Ave. NW 

Norman, OK 73069-8399 

405-364-5763


Anadarko, C. E. Page, Chickasha, Clinton, Clinton-Sherman, El Reno, Goldsby, Guthrie, Hinton, Kingfisher, Lindsay, Norman, Purcell, Thomas, Watonga, Wiley Post and Weatherford.

For more information, please contact Steven Cooks at (405) 604-6903. 
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