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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 10, 2005
Annual ‘Will Rogers & Wiley Post Fly-in Memorials’ Scheduled To Coincide at 9 a.m. Monday In Oklahoma City and Claremore
Will Rogers & Wiley Post Fly-in Will Feature Various Events With Astronaut William “Shep” Shepherd During Three-Day Celebration In Claremore On Aug. 13-15
OKLAHOMA CITY – A memorial wreath laying will occur simultaneously at 9 a.m. Monday (Aug. 15) in both Oklahoma City and Claremore as aviation dignitaries, enthusiasts and government officials gather in their subsequent communities to honor the spirits and lives of famed Oklahomans Wiley Post and Will Rogers. Both Oklahomans died in an Alaskan plane crash on Aug. 15, 1935.
A fly-over featuring vintage aircraft will honor Wiley Post as Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird makes a brief commemorative speech and lays a wreath at the Wiley Post Memorial, located in Memorial Park, 13400 N. Kelly Ave. in Oklahoma City. Other dignitaries will include Stanley Draper Jr. and the board of directors of the Curtiss-Wright Wiley Post Hangar, Inc. The highlight of the event will occur when Joan Ackley, a vocalist and songwriter, performs “The Ghost of Wiley Post” toward the end of the ceremony.
At the same time in Claremore, Kem Rogers, Will Roger’s oldest grandson and a member of the Will Rogers Memorial Commission, Robert Basgall, a Will Rogers interpreter who portrays Will Rogers as a statesman and a cowboy and members of Will Rogers Memorial Commission will lay a wreath on Will Rogers’ tomb, located on the grounds of the Will Rogers Memorial Museum, located at 1720 W. Will Rogers Blvd. in Claremore. Vintage aircraft will fly over the event. A Will Rogers Memorial Commission meeting will follow.
Bob Kemper, executive director, Curtiss-Wright Wiley Post Hangar, Inc., said the two events honor Wiley Post and Will Rogers by providing a moment to reflect on the lives of two important Oklahomans. Wiley Post was an international hero and was the first person to fly solo around the world in 1931. He was also the inventor of a high-altitude pressure suit, considered today to be the forerunner of the modern space-suit and his accomplishments were recognized by the City of New York with the largest ticker-tape parade in modern history.
In 1932, Post discovered the jet stream in 1932 and set records for altitude, speed and distance. He was a test pilot for Lockheed Aircraft Co. during the 1930s and was instrumental in the design and development of many of their aircraft, several of which were later used by the U. S. military during World War II. 
Will Rogers was an American-Cowboy humorist well-known as a trick roper, Ziegfeld Follies star and radio commentator, as well as the star of 71 movies, a syndicated newspaper columnist and author. He was also admired as a philosopher and philanthropist. 
“Oklahomans are carrying on their legacy,” Kemper said. “We are celebrating with a flight of remembrance because we believe it is important to bring their accomplishments to a new generation,” Kemper said.
The Will Rogers & Wiley Post Fly-in will be held at 9 a.m. Sunday at the Will Rogers’ birthplace Dog Iron Ranch, located two miles north of Oologah on Highway 169 and two miles east or northwest of Claremore on Highway 88 and north on Ranch Road. Special guests will include former astronaut and retired Navy Capt. William  “Shep” Shepherd, commander of first International Space Station crew; Jack Kearbey, a Tulsa pilot and owner of an SE5a – an experimental aircraft that was featured in the smash movie, “The Aviator” and authors of “The Oklahoma Aviation Story” – the first comprehensive history book on flight in Oklahoma. 

“The Oklahoma Aviation Story” was commissioned by the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission recently distributed more than 300 complimentary copies of “The Oklahoma Aviation Story” to Oklahoma’s libraries, public universities and colleges across the state. Authors of the book include Keith Tolman, Kim Jones, Carl Gregory and Bill Moore. The authors will be on hand during the fly-in to sign copies of the book in Oologah.
Michelle Lefebvre-Carter, director, Will Rogers Museum, said another special guest will include Jim Hartz, chairman of the Will Rogers Memorial and a veteran reporter who covered major aviation events during the mid-1960s through to early Space Shuttle flights. 
“Our pilots fly in vintage planes, experimental aircraft, military planes, helicopters, spiffy little aircraft — even ultralights,” Lefebvre-Carter said. “They drop out of the sky to a 2,000 foot grass strip, adjacent to the birthplace ranch home of Will Rogers near Oologah. We are grateful to Dale Frakes, a retired pilot, for his work as chairman of the fly-in.”
Prior to the actual fly-in, Shepherd will also be the featured guest during a family-oriented event titled, “Meet The Astronaut” at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at the museum. Space food treats will be available to children during the event. 

Lefebvre-Carter said all events are free and open to the public.
“It is a pleasure to have someone from the new era of aviation to help mark the 70th anniversary of the deaths of Will Rogers and Wiley Post, aviation’s biggest boosters of their time,” she said.

For more information about the Oklahoma City event, please contact Kevan Goff-Parker, public information officer, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission at (405) 604-6916. For more information about the Oologah and Claremore events, please contact the Will Roger Museum’s Pat Reeder at (918) 341-0719.
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