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Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird To Share His
‘Airvangelism’ With Sand Springs Rotary Club On Friday
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird will share his strong belief in “airvangelism” with the Sand Springs Rotary Club from noon to 1 p.m. Friday at the William R. Pogue Municipal Airport, located at 3200 N. Airport Road in Sand Springs, Okla. Bird said he welcomes the opportunity to discuss the importance of Oklahoma’s airport system in regard to the movement of people and commerce. During the event, he will highlight the importance of aviation to Oklahoma and the critical role it has with respect to economic growth.
“Oklahoma has 115 public airports, that’s No. 4 per capita in the country,” Bird said. “Forty of those airports, including the William R. Pogue Municipal Airport in Sand Springs, are known as regional business airports – they are jet-capable (have runways of 5,000 feet or more). Eighty-five percent of our population is within 25 minutes of a jet-capable runway and it is the Commission’s goal to eventually make all 49 regional business airports jet-capable.

“It is indeed true when it is said that today’s business doesn’t come calling in a Greyhound bus, it comes calling in a jet. In this regard, Oklahoma is well-positioned. We have 40 airports across the state where the companies that make our economy hum can land. The William R. Pogue Municipal Airport plays an integral part as one of our gateways to the world.”
He said the aviation industry is the largest industry in Oklahoma, providing more than 143,000 jobs, a nearly $5 billion payroll and generating industrial output of almost $12 billion a year.
“One in 10 Oklahomans derive their income from this industry,” Bird said. “It presents our best opportunity to keep our children here, living and working in Oklahoma. Our state airport system is an incredible asset because business deals depend upon transportation – getting to and from that ultimate destination. As of this date, there is no mode of transportation more efficient than an aircraft.” 
Ken Madison, airport manager, William R. Pogue Municipal, said his airport is named after Oklahoma astronaut William R. Pogue. He said a great deal of work has been done to enhance the airport, including runway and taxiway sealcoat projects, the relocation of hangars that were too close to a taxiway and the upgrade of the airport’s rotating beacon.
“We just sent in our bid to upgrade our Automated Weather Observation System and locally, we plan to build 12 aircraft storage hangars,” Madison said. “We will continue to make more improvements in the next several years in an effort to make our airport more attractive to the business environment.”
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