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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 2, 2005
Stillwater Dedication Ceremony Celebrates $9.8 Million 
In Improvements To Stillwater Regional Airport On Friday
OKLAHOMA CITY – Stillwater Regional Airport is flying high after completing $9.8 million worth of improvements and will celebrate with a reception from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. followed with a ribbon-cutting dedication ceremony from 1:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. Friday at Stillwater Regional Airport, located at in the Airport Terminal Building, 2020-1 W. Airport Road in Stillwater.
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Stillwater Regional Airport Director Gary Johnson said major improvements include a 1,400-foot extension on the north end of the airport’s runway and taxiway, installation of a high intensity runway light system, the addition of paved shoulders to the runway and voice-switching equipment for the air traffic control tower. 

“This has been a team effort by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, Oklahoma State University (OSU) and the City of Stillwater,” Johnson said. “Projects of this nature require many partners to implement and complete, and this project is a prime example of the motto, ‘Together We Succeed.’ ” 
He said that with the overall length of 7,401 feet of runway, Stillwater Regional Airport now has the fifth longest civilian airport runway in the state of Oklahoma. Stillwater Regional Airport also ranks in the top six airports within the state for based aircraft and aircraft operations. Stillwater Regional Airport is the home for the Oklahoma State University Flight Center, which is the third busiest flight school in the state with pilots earning more than 300 certificates or ratings annually. 
“Stillwater Regional is one of the five air carrier certified airports within the state and handles air-carrier flights in connection with Big 12 Sports, including aircraft such as:  the Airbus 320, Boeing 727-200, MD-83 and Boeing 737-type aircraft,” Johnson said. “A variety of regional jets also use the airport for Big 12’s men’s and women’s basketball, as well as men’s wrestling.” 
Airport improvements have been implemented in three phases since 2001. Phase I strengthened and adjusted the grade of the 1,000 feet of existing runway with a shared cost from the FAA, the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission and the City of Stillwater totaling  $1.47 million dollars.
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Phase II included land acquisition to relocate Richmond Road and its utilities, site preparation, the relocation of a sanitary landfill, grading and drainage for paving and lighting and an upgrade of the safety area for the runway at a shared cost from the FAA, the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission and the City of Stillwater totaling $3.8 million dollars.
During Phase III, land acquisition again occurred, voice switching was acquired for the air traffic control tower, construction of paving for the 1,400 by 100 feet runway and parallel taxiway occurred, including the installation of new runway and taxiway lights, new paved shoulders, a Precision Approach Path Indicator and a Medium Approach Light System and Rail. The total shared cost for Phase III of the project was $4.6 million dollars.
“These major improvements to the Stillwater Regional Airport position the airport and the community for ongoing recruitment of new businesses, including the aerospace industry and manufacturing, aircraft manufacturing and other businesses who desire major airport facilities to serve their business needs,” Johnson said. “Stillwater Regional Airport has a tremendous amount of land available for business and industry development and this airport will continue to provide a major economic impact to this community as Stillwater grows and prospers!”
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird said the Commission is grateful to the Federal Aviation Administration for its partnership in strengthening the State’s airport system. 

“The State of Oklahoma and the Aeronautics Commission is grateful to our congressional delegation, particularly former Congressman Watkins, U.S. Rep. Lucas, Sen. Inhofe and former Sen. Nickles for the support of this project,” Bird said. “I would, of course, be remiss if I did not thank the FAA – our day-to-day partner in making certain our State Airport System meets the needs of our citizens and businesses. And last, but not least, the city of Stillwater for stepping up and investing in its future.

“The aviation industry is the largest industry in Oklahoma. It provides over 140,000 jobs and almost a $5 billion payroll. One in 10 Oklahomans derive their income from the aviation industry. An airport like Stillwater Municipal is a gem in this magnificent economic engine.  “
Bird said the extension allows Stillwater Municipal to very safely accommodate air-carrier service.
“Many of those air carriers will bring and take student athletes to this community,” he said. “Oklahoma is very fortunate. We have 40 airports which can accommodate jet traffic and 85 percent of our population is within 25 minutes of a jet-capable airport. 

“That’s very important because business today does not come calling in a Greyhound bus, it comes calling in a business jet. With a mile of highway, you get just that – hopefully, a good mile of highway. With a mile of runway, you get the world and the commerce that it offers – truly, a gateway to the world. With a mile plus about 2,200 feet, Stillwater’s horizon is endless. Congratulations!”  
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Gov. Brad Henry said Friday’s celebration is well deserved.

"Airports are vital to the local and regional economies across our state,” Henry said. “The improvements at the Stillwater Regional Airport will provide a significant boost to the area’s economy by making the city and surrounding communities more accessible to visitors and business prospects.”
U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas said maintaining the local airport is a critical part of a community's infrastructure.
"These improvements will help make the Stillwater Regional Airport a destination for more air travelers, which means more local revenue and an improved way of life for Stillwater residents,” Lucas said. “I was pleased to announce the $2.8 million federal matching grant in 2003 to extend the airport's runway, and I'm pleased to see the completion of these airport projects, which will not only increase commerce, but improve safety.”

U.S. Sen. James Inhofe said he’s delighted to see Stillwater Regional Airport grow and improve its operations.
"Stillwater Regional is one of the finest run operations in the state and an airport that I use frequently," Inhofe said. "I know that Stillwater Regional will benefit greatly from these necessary improvements."

Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin said a runway’s length and the ability to meet the demands of the aviation industry can affect the economic viability of a community.

“This is an important project for the Stillwater community and will benefit business, general aviation and the University,” Fallin said.
Oklahoma now has 104 general-aviation airports that are eligible to receive federal funds. In FY ’04, $4.8 million in Basic-Apportionment funds and approximately $5 million in federal-discretionary funds were available for Oklahoma’s 104 general-aviation airports. Also in FY ’O4, 88 airports were eligible to receive approximately $11.6 million in General Aviation Entitlement funds. 
Beginning in FY ’05, Oklahoma will have 99 airports that will be eligible to receive a portion of $12.6 million in general aviation entitlement funds. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission uses apportionment funds to address significant needs that require larger projects, such as Stillwater Regional, in the State Airport System.

 The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 116 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of the aviation industry, one of the top employers in Oklahoma.
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