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Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Requests Attorney General 

To Guard Taxpayers’ Interests In Grand Lake Airport
OKLAHOMA CITY – In a special meeting of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission last Friday, the Commission voted 5-0 to request that the Attorney General take any and all actions necessary to protect the interests of the State and the Commission with respect to Grand Lake Regional Airport.
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Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission
The Commission moved decisively after the Monkey Island Development Authority, the county beneficiary public trust in charge of administering the airport, told Delaware County commissioners on March 21 that it planned to transfer control of the beleaguered Grand Lake Regional Airport to Airport Manager Paul Staten for $25,000. 

Staten had filed a federal lawsuit against the authority in June seeking $12 million. The authority and Staten have been struggling for more than five years because of various legal issues stemming from an airport layout plan (ALP). In return for control of the airport, Staten agreed to give the authority the money to pay outstanding bills, make audits current and keep the airport open for public use for 10 years, as well as accept all judgments against the property and drop all pending lawsuits. 
Victor Bird, director of the Commission, requested that the Commission meet because of his concern over the public’s investment in the airport. The State of Oklahoma has more than $500,000 invested in the airport. The federal government has approximately $800,000 in federal funds invested in the airport.
“The Commission and the Federal Aviation Administration have a duty to protect the investments of taxpayers in this public asset,” Bird said. “Conveying a public airport to a private individual is unheard of. This has nothing to do with who the individual is, but it has everything to do with giving a public asset paid for with taxpayers’ dollars to an individual to satisfy lawsuits.

“The Commission has a responsibility to protect this public investment. If the State is doing roadwork and kills one of Farmer Joe’s cows, it does not give him a mile of Interstate-35 for his damages. How is this airport going to be maintained? How is a private individual going to comply with the covenants in the State’s grants and the FAA’s grants to keep the airport in a suitable and safe condition for the aviation public?”
Bird has notified the Attorney General of the Commission’s action and expects that the Attorney General will file an objection to the proposed transfer in the next few days. 
To find out more about the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, please click here for our latest news: http://www.youroklahoma.com/aeronautics/news.php
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