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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 17, 2005
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird To 
Share His “Airvangelism” With Ada Chamber Of Commerce Tomorrow
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird will share his “airvangelism” – his thoughts, ideas and exploration of the future of Oklahoma’s airports and aviation, including its challenges and opportunities – during an early bird breakfast beginning at 7 a.m. tomorrow during the Ada Chamber of Commerce Meeting at J.D.’s Café, located at 911 N. Broadway Ave. in Ada.
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Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird will share his thoughts, ideas and explore the future of Oklahoma’s airports and aviation during the Ada Chamber of Commerce Meeting scheduled at 7 a.m. tomorrow during the Ada Chamber of Commerce Meeting at J.D.’s Café, located at 911 N. Broadway Ave. in Ada.
The Ada Chamber of Commerce and the Ada Jobs Foundation have identified aviation and aerospace as an economic growth cluster. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 116 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of the aviation industry, one of the top employers in Oklahoma.
Bird became director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission in December 2002. An attorney and veteran of state government, he served Oklahoma State University’s Board of Regents for five years, the Lieutenant Governor’s office for one year, and the Attorney General’s office for nearly 12 years. Bird spent his last four years with the Attorney General’s office as chief deputy attorney general of the Civil Division managing more than 50 assistant attorneys general. He was also the driving force for the enactment of the Oklahoma Antitrust Reform Act in 1998 – the first significant revision to Oklahoma’s antitrust law since statehood.

Bird’s emphasis is promoting the aerospace and aviation industry (which provides more than 140,000 jobs and produces a $12 billion industrial output) and critical planning for the State’s public airport system. One of the main objectives of the Commission is to make as many of the State’s 49 regional business airports jet-capable as soon as possible within this decade (currently, 40 of the 49 regional business airports are jet-capable). He works to foster partnerships between various public entities (cities, counties and universities) so that they will act as airport sponsors and spread the responsibility for maintaining their local airport and encourages public-private partnerships to grow the aerospace industry.
In FY 2004, Oklahoma municipalities were offered and accepted $41.55 million in federal grants for 106 projects at 47 airports. Also in FY ’O4, 88 airports were eligible to receive approximately $11.6 million in General Aviation Entitlement funds. 

Beginning in FY ’05, Oklahoma will have 99 airports that will be eligible to receive a portion of $12.6 million in general aviation entitlement funds. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission uses apportionment funds to address larger projects’ significant needs in the State Airport System.

To find out more about the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, please click here for our latest news: http://www.youroklahoma.com/aeronautics/news.php
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