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 Contact: Kevan Goff-Parker, Public Information Officer,

Work: (405) 604-6916, Cell: (405) 640-5564, Fax:  (405) 604-6919; E-mail: kevan.goff-parker@oac.state.ok.us, 3700 North Classen Blvd., Suite 240, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 11, 2005
 ‘19th Annual Oklahoma Airports Conference’ Soars Ahead On April 17-19

OKLAHOMA CITY – The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission (OAC) and the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association (OAOA) are soaring ahead as co-presenters of the “19th Annual Oklahoma Airports Conference” scheduled April 17-19 at the Clarion Meridian Convention Center, located at 737 S. Meridian. 
The highlight of the event will cumulate when airport operators and aviation enthusiasts gather for the convention’s awards luncheon where OAOA will announce the winner of the “Airport of the Year Award.” The awards luncheon will be held from noon to 1 p.m. April 19 at the convention center. 
THE MEDIA IS WELCOME TO ATTEND THE AWARDS LUNCHEON. If you wish to attend, please contact OAC PIO Kevan Goff-Parker at Work: (405) 605-6916 or Cell: (405) 640-5564 to make reservations.
The 19th Annual Oklahoma Airports Conference kicks off at 11 a.m. April 17 with a golf tournament at Silverhorn Golf Club, located at 11411 N. Kelly Ave. Registration and exhibit set up is scheduled from noon to 5 p.m., followed by a welcome reception from 6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. featuring Harvey & the Wallbangers at the Clarion Meridian Convention Center.

The conference’s opening comments will begin at 8:30 a.m. April 18 with Walt Strong, OAOA 2004-05 president; Victor Bird, director, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission and Ret. Lt. Gen. Dick Burpee, executive director of Aviation and Military Development, Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce. 
Other events scheduled for April 18th include:

· 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. – Technical Session I – Current Issues 
Larry Clark, Southwest Region acting director manager; Ed Agnew, manager, Federal Aviation Administration, OK/AR Airports Development Office; Victor Bird, OAC and Tray Siegfried, chairman, Oklahoma Aerospace Industry Association.

· 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. – Session II - Airport Security Update Panel
David Culver, Transportation Security Administration; Shelly Lesikar, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Lynn Pinson, airport inspector, OAC; John Mullens, RVA; Moderator: Jeff Hough, Tulsa Airport Authority.
· Noon – 1 p.m. – Conference Lunch.
· 1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. – Technical Sessions III & IV – Emergency Response for Airport Managers 
and First Responders



Fred Chambers, Tulsa Fire Department




Moderator: Terry Hall, airport manager, Ada Municipal Airport.
· 3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Technical Session V – Aviation Insurance and Risk Management Panel:  
Jim Garner, Insuramerica Aviation Inc.; Mitch Robinson, Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.;

Dick Bushaw & Tim Driskill, The Joe West Company; Moderator:  Scott Keith, airport manager, Wiley Post & Clarence E. Page Airports.
Events scheduled for April 19th include:

· 9:02 a.m. – Moment of Remembrance – Murrah Building Bombing
· 8:30 a.m – 9:30 a.m. – OAOA General Membership Business Meeting 
· 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 am
Technical Session VI – Environmental Issues Panel



C.H. Guernsey & Company, Cinnabar Environmental Services;
Moderator: Derek Blackshare, Cinnabar Environmental Services.
· 10:45 am – 11:30 am
Technical Session VII : How to Talk to Your Legislators
Victor Bird, director, OAC.
· Noon – 1 p.m. – Awards Luncheon in Exhibit Hall.
· 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. – “Aviation Day” at the State Capitol.
The OAOA was officially founded and incorporated in 1984 and is the only organization of airport management professionals organized for the enhancement and improvement of airports within the State of Oklahoma. 
OAC’s mission is to encourage, foster and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 116 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of the aviation industry, one of the top employers in Oklahoma.

To register for the conference, please surf to http://www.okairports.com/OAOA_registration_form_2005.doc. Cost of the event varies depending on date of registration. To find out more about the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, please click here for our latest news: http://www.ok.gov/aeronautics/news.php.
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