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Oklahoma Airport Operators Association Supports Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s Efforts To Save Taxpayers’ Interests In Grand Lake Regional Airport

Hearing On Monkey Island Development Authority and Delaware County Commission Delayed Until June 14

OKLAHOMA CITY – On May 16, the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission filed a lawsuit against the Delaware County Commission and Monkey Island Development Authority (MIDA) in District Court in Delaware County alleging that both entities have failed to protect the public’s interest in Grand Lake Regional Airport. The Delaware County Commission is the governing body of Delaware County, sponsor of the airport and the beneficiary of MIDA. 

The hearing originally scheduled for 9 a.m. today has been delayed by mutual agreement because MIDA and Delaware County need to secure legal counsel. The rescheduled hearing will occur before Judge Barry Denney at 10 a.m. June 14 in District Court in Delaware County.
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission also recently filed a special appearance and objection to the U.S. Marshal’s sale of the Grand Lake Regional Airport (GLRA). The FAA also filed a special appearance by the FAA and motion to vacate Marshal’s sale or, alternatively, to recognize federal interests to be preserved in the Marshal’s sale. On May 17, U.S. Magistrate Paul Cleary heard arguments in Tulsa and postponed the sale for 90 days. Meanwhile, the FAA and the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission will probably file additional pleadings. The FAA’s pleadings are due May 31 and Mid-Ag’s responses are due June 14.

Attached is a resolution by the board of directors for the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association in relation to their support of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission's objection to the U.S. Marshal’s sale of the Grand Lake Regional Airport and the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s lawsuit against the Delaware County Commission and MIDA in District Court. 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OKLAHOMA AIRPORT OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association (OAOA) is the only association of airport professionals dedicated to the enhancement and improvement of airports within the State of Oklahoma; and,

WHEREAS, it is the purpose of the OAOA to provide a unified voice for airports within the State of Oklahoma; and,
WHEREAS, the protection and unfettered use of all public use airports within the State of Oklahoma is of express interest to the membership of OAOA and that making a strong and beneficial system of airports within our State is of crucial importance to the health and economic well-being of the communities our airports serve, plus providing critical access to the national air transportation system; and, 

WHEREAS, it is known that the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission (OAC) is involved in a vital and precedent-setting challenge to save a public airport within the State of Oklahoma; and,

WHEREAS, the OAC, through it’s Executive Director, Victor Bird, is vigorously championing the cause to save Grand Lake Regional Airport, located in Afton, Oklahoma, from an uncertain future that in all likelihood will violate the Federal Aviation Administration Grant Assurances that were agreed to by the Airport Sponsor in the purchase of this facility in 1994;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is the will and resolution of the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association that the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission and its Executive Director be commended for its efforts to protect and save Grand Land Regional Airport for its intended public purpose and for the benefit of the citizens of the State of Oklahoma, and that the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association stands ready to assist the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission in whatever appropriate means possible in support of its efforts to preserve this vital public airport facility.

Below is a timeline on state and federal grants to Monkey Island Development Authority and the Delaware County Commission.

GRANT INFORMATION
FAA Grants
·     In 1994, the FAA granted MIDA and Delaware County Commission as co-sponsors $630,000 to acquire the existing airport at Monkey Island, which later became GLRA. 
·     In 2002, the FAA granted MIDA and Delaware County Commission as co-sponsors $167,725 to install perimeter fencing. 

State Grants
· April 14, 2005 – the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission granted MIDA $10,000 to prepare an airport layout plan.
· May 10, 2000 – the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission granted MIDA $382,400 to construct partial parallel and access taxiways on both sides of the runway, including grading and reflectors. 
· Feb. 15, 1997 – the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission granted MIDA $51,360 to rout and seal joints and cracks on runway, taxiways and apron. Purchase and install unicom, runway lighting, radio control unit and anemometer. 
· Sept. 12, 1996 – the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission granted MIDA $36,830 for reconstruction of the runway edge lights, VASI, and lighted wind cone. Install runway threshold lights and obstruction lights. Re-stripe runway and taxiway for displaced thresholds. 
· Oct. 6, 1994 – the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission granted MIDA $35,000 land acquisition for the airport.
· *Oct. 30, 1994 – the Oklahoma Department of Transportation granted MIDA $95,000 for land acquisition for the airport ($35,000 and $60,000 individual grants).

* This record is recognized as the date the check was issued. Others are recognized as date grant was signed by OAC.
For more information and background on these cases, please surf to http://www.youroklahoma.com/aeronautics/news.php
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