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The story below was featured in The Oklahoman, front page, Business Section.

Civilian in top job seen as positive for Tinker center 

By Jay F. Marks
The Oklahoman

The Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center soon will be at the vanguard of an Air Force revolution.

A civilian is to take command of the maintenance and repair depot for military aircraft at Tinker Air Force Base for the first time. 
Robert J. Conner has been tabbed to succeed Maj. Gen. Terry L. Gebreski, Air Force officials announced Monday. 

Gebreski is heading to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio as vice commander of the Air Force Materiel Command, which oversees Tinker. 

Conner, who spent more than a decade at Tinker in several roles, will return after serving as executive director of the materiel command for almost a year. 

The Air Force announcement did not specify when the appointments would become effective. 

Business leaders were pleased with the Air Force's decision to appoint a civilian to the logistics center post. 

"I wouldn't be as enthusiastic about this if it hadn't been Bob Conner," said retired Lt. General Richard Burpee, a former logistics center commander. 

The director of aviation and military development for the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce said Conner's familiarity with Tinker operations should make for a seamless transition. "He'll hit the ground running," Burpee said. 

Other leaders in Oklahoma's aerospace community hope the appointment will help Oklahoma companies continue to pursue defense contracts. Tinker awards about $5 billion in contracts to private companies a year. Of that amount, roughly $700 million goes to Oklahoma companies. 
"I couldn't be more pleased," said Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission. "I had three meetings with Bob while he was still the executive director at Tinker, and all three focused on getting more business for Oklahoma companies. I'm very optimistic." 

Having a civilian in the top position at the air logisticscenter is rare, and could be a sign that the military wants more longevity in top positions. 

"On the surface, it appears that it brings more permanence to the position," said Jeff Davis, president and chief operating officer of the Acorn Growth Cos., a financial group that invests in aerospace projects. "It could mean a longer term, as opposed to what has always been the custom of rotating commanders." 

"I think this is good news for the Oklahoma aerospace industry," Bird said. 

Contributing: Business Writer Julie Bisbee 
To catch up on the latest aviation news and to learn more about the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, please surf to http://www.youroklahoma.com/aeronautics/news.php
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