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The Cushing Municipal Airport was named Wednesday by the Federal Aviation Administration as Oklahoma's 2004 Airport of the Year. 

"For about five years now, we've been making a concerted effort to improve," Cushing Airport Manager Jim Clements said. 

"That's the growth of the future, it will be your airport. It's the doorway to your community." 

Clements received the honor in Fort Worth, Texas, at the FAA Southwest Region airports partnership conference. 

The southwest region office hands out five airport-of-the-year awards, one to each state in its jurisdiction -- Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico and Texas. 

"These airports have contributed significantly to assuring the future growth, safety and efficiency of the national air transportation system," region administrator Ava L. Wilkerson said in a news release. 

Cushing Municipal Airport began making improvements in 2002 using federal, state and local money to rebuild the main runway. 

Primary taxiways and aprons were rehabilitated, and runway safety areas were provided. 

The improvements continue, Clements said. 

"It's a work in progress," he said. 

"It speaks of the commitment of the community, the board of managers and the city." 


