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 Ponca City Regional Airport And Ardmore Municipal Airport Both Named ‘2005 Airport Of The Year’ By Oklahoma Airport Operators Association
OKLAHOMA CITY – Ponca City Regional Airport was named “2005 Airport Of the Year In Commercial Services” and Ardmore Municipal Airport was named “2005 Airport Of The Year In General Aviation” by the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association during the 19th Annual Oklahoma Airports Conference held April 19 at the Clarion Meridian Convention Center in Oklahoma City.
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Here, Ponca City Regional Airport Manager Don Nuzum shakes hands with Ardmore Municipal Airport Manager Roy Givens during the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s “Aviation Day” celebration held on April 19 at the State Capitol. Both of their airports won “2005 Airport Of The Year Award.” They were selected for their individual honors by the Oklahoma Airport Operators Association. Ponca City Regional was honored for “Commercial Services,” while Ardmore Municipal won for “General Aviation.” 

The airport of the year honor recognizes an airport’s efforts in anticipating what their needs will be in the next five years and for continued growth. Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird said these airports are wonderful examples of the 116 airports that make up the State Airport System – the heart of Oklahoma’s aviation infrastructure.
“Our system of airports is critical to the movement of people and commerce to and from the state,” Bird said. “Eighty-five percent of our population is within 25 miles of a jet-capable airport. It is because of our aviation infrastructure that emergency patients can reach vital healthcare facilities in a timely manner. 

“Business deals, indeed, whether there is business at all, depends upon transportation – getting to and from that ultimate destination. As of this date, there is no mode of transportation more efficient than an aircraft.”
Bird said aviation is the state’s largest industry. It provides more than 140,000 jobs, a $5 billion payroll and generates industrial output of almost $12 billion a year.

 “One in 10 Oklahomans derive their income from this industry,” he said. “It presents our best opportunity to keep our children here, living and working in Oklahoma. Our state has 123 public airports, that’s No. 4 per capita in the country and 40 of those airports, including Ponca City Regional and Ardmore Municipal, are jet-capable.
“Our airport system is an incredible asset for our state. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission is very proud of Ponca City Regional and Ardmore Municipal airports for their accomplishments.”
In Ponca City, two flights have been added on Great Lakes Airlines and several improvement projects are planned. The Ardmore Municipal Airport is in the design-and-bidding phase of a $3.5 million runway reconstruction project.
Ardmore Municipal Airport Manager Roy Givens said the honor came as a surprise, but that he’s tickled his airport was selected.

“I do appreciate the acknowledgment for my airport,” Givens said. “I think the following planned airport improvements helped me receive this award. We are 60 percent complete on a section of our airport perimeter road relocation project. This will make available 500 acres for aviation and industrial development when completed.
“Next month we will start work on a complete reconstruction of Runway 17/35. Runway lighting and Precision Approach Path Indicators will be installed as part of this project. These improvements at my airport will enhance safety for those who fly in Oklahoma, and increase economic development at my airport and the surrounding area.”
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Vice Chair “Wes” Stucky, president and CEO of the Ardmore Development Authority and president and CEO of the Ardmore Chamber of Commerce, said Ardmore Municipal Airport (a.k.a. “the Airpark”) has 2,500 acres for industrial use. 
“Our industrial airpark has a Dollar General Distribution Center that is 1.4 million square feet and hires 750 employees,” Stucky said. “East Jordan Iron Works, a foundry, is also located at the airpark. So are Beetle Plastics and a carbon technology company. Michelin uses the airpark and has shipped tires on large aircraft filled with Michelin tires.”
Stucky said he believes Ardmore Municipal Airport won the “2005 Airport Of The Year In General Aviation” award because the Ardmore Development Authority and the City of Ardmore “work hand-in-hand as a team” keeping the airpark modern and up-to-date.

“This is an industrial and aviation-related airport,” he said. “There’s not a lot of leisure activity. Even Donald Trump has had his plane refurbished here. We just purchased new large foam firefighting trucks, we’re upgrading and expanding the water treatment out there and we’re about to upgrade and expand the sewer treatment.”
Don Nuzum, airport manager for Ponca City Regional Airport, said his airport is in the final process of finishing its runway extension from 6,201 to 7,201 feet. His airport is also getting ready to relocate the main taxiway by moving it to meet FAA separation standards and will phase that project in. 
“I’m very excited that Ponca City Regional Airport has received this honor and I thank our city manager, mayor and commissioner,” Nuzum said. “They’re the ones who help keep our airport the best in the state.”

David Myers, executive director, Ponca City Development Authority, said that because Ponca City is not located on an interstate, their airport is their “doorstep to the world.”

“We don’t have a four- or six-lane highway,” Myers said, “so our airport is very important to us. If you’ll look on a map, Ponca City is in the center of the Tulsa, Oklahoma City and Wichita, Kan., Aerospace quadrant. Aerospace companies want and need airports.

“Our Fixed Base Operator, Greenwood Aviation, is very busy. The airport is perfectly positioned for those traveling to and from the East and West Coast. We have the only pet stop in the country – you can roll your dog off your Lear Jet and there are accommodations provided.”

Myers said Ponca City Regional Airport also features commercial service through Great Lakes Airlines, which he described as “very reliable.” 

“When you use the commercial airport, you can go in and park for free,” he said. “Getting through security is much easier. Plus, Oklahoma features great weather and flying. People like to stop in Oklahoma because the people are so friendly.”

Myers said Ponca City is the home of ConocoPhillips’ main shuttle bay, a fleet of planes and pilots.

“Our airport has all the modern bells and whistles,” he said. “This reflects the quality of our airport.”
In addition to ConocoPhillips and other energy companies, many other companies frequently use the airport. They include a cross section of businesses, including Smith International Inc., Custom Mechanical Equipment, Cookshack, Mid-America Door and Tyson Foods, Inc.

“A lot of people have based themselves in Ponca City,” Myers said. “Our city has shown a tremendous commitment to the airport and we’ll be conducting a runway rehab later this year. And, don’t forget Enriques Mexican Restaurant located at the airport. Pilots often fly in to have lunch. During the first Saturday of each month, the airport booster club has a “fly in” which is celebrated with a big pancake breakfast.”
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