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Oklahoma To Celebrate 19th Annual Biplane Expo At Bartlesville June 2-4
OKLAHOMA CITY – The National Biplane Association of Tulsa will celebrate the State’s 19th Annual Biplane Expo with various special events planned June 2-4 in Bartlesville, Okla. Charles W. Harris, chairman of the National Biplane Association of Tulsa, said the biplane expo is the largest gathering of a variety of biplanes in the world. 
“Famed experimental military rocket aircraft test pilot Scott Crossfield will be our honored guest during ‘An Evening With Scott Crossfield’ beginning at 5:45 p.m. June 2 at the Hillcrest Country Club (located at 1901 Price Road in Bartlesville),” Harris said. “We are very excited to honor Scott because he gained worldwide fame during the 1950s and 1960s as a NACA (now NASA) and North American Aviation experimental test pilot. On Nov. 20, 1954, he flew the Douglas D-558 II Skyrocket in excess of Mach II and on Dec. 10, 1960, he flew the North American X-15 to the edge of outer space and unofficially reached Mach III.

“He became the first man in aviation history to reach speeds of both Mach II and Mach III.”

The expo will run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily June 3-4 at Bartlesville Municipal Airport. It will feature educational forums in three large tents, exhibits and food concessions. The expo will also feature a barbecue dinner tribute to Scott Crossfield beginning at 5:45 p.m. June 3 in a hospitality tent at the Bartlesville Municipal Airport. 
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Public Information Officer Kevan Goff-Parker said such public support of airports like Bartlesville Municipal, a regional business airport that is jet-capable (the runway extends 5,000 feet or more), is key to recognizing the importance of aviation in Oklahoma.

“With 116 general aviation airports within our State Airport System, each airport acts as an important catalyst for economic and cultural growth within their specific regions,” Goff-Parker said. “Bartlesville Regional Airport is an invaluable resource and such special aviation-related events as the 19th Annual Biplane Expo spotlights the airport and the role it plays within the community and beyond. Congratulations!”
“An Evening With Scott Crossfield” costs $14 and features a meal and a cash bar. Tickets can be purchased from 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. June 2 at Bartlesville Municipal Airport or at the country club. The barbecue dinner costs $10. The expo on June 3 costs $1 for children age 14 and under and $3 for adults. The expo on June 4 costs children age 14 and under $3 and adults are $5. Children age 5 and under are admitted free of charge. For more information, call (918) 336-3976. To find out more about the expo, surf to http://www.biplaneexpo.com. For more information on the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, please surf to http://www.ok.gov/aeronautics/news.php to catch Oklahoma’s latest aviation and airport-related news.
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