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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2005
Blackwell’s Joe P. Harris Appointed To Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission
OKLAHOMA CITY – Joe P. Harris of Blackwell, the general manager/CEO of Kay Electric Cooperative in Blackwell, Okla., has accepted an appointment by Gov. Brad Henry to serve as a Commissioner (Third District) of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission.
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New OAC Commissioner Joe P. Harris
Harris replaces former Commissioner Joe M.  Johnson of Mangum who resigned in October after accepting a new job opportunity in Alabama. Harris will serve until his term expires on Dec. 31, 2007. A licensed pilot for 32 years and owner of three aircraft, Harris is a long-time aviation enthusiast whose hobbies include restoring antique airplanes. He has a distinctive history of service with the State and has worked in various capacities as a civic leader in his community. 
Harris earned a bachelor’s of Science in Environmental Science and Industrial Arts from East Central State University in Ada in 1971. He minored in History and Government. He first became a pilot in 1973.

Harris said his love of aviation started early. His father served as a crew chief with the U.S. Army Air Corps in the South Pacific during World War II. He said his father’s love of aviation and devotion to public service molded him into the man he is today.
“Dad’s where it all started,” Harris said. “I believe public service is the responsibility of all of us and that we should work together to try to promote economic growth in Oklahoma. It is the way I was brought up. I’m very excited to serve on the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission.”
Harris has served as the general manager/CEO of Kay Electric Cooperative for the past 16 years. Prior to his work for the electric cooperative, he served as director of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs for the Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives from 1984 to 1989. He also served as assistant director for the Public Utility Division and director of Energy Conservation Services Division for the Oklahoma Corporation Commission from 1981 to 1984.

Harris’ professional affiliations include serving as chairman of the board for the National Information Solutions Cooperative in St. Charles, Miss., and director of the Energy Co-Opportunity, Inc. Board of Directors in Washington D.C.

Harris’ aviation involvement includes serving for 10 years as chairman of the Blackwell-Tonkawa Airport Trust Authority and as a member of the Authority for 16 years. He is a member of the Airplane Owners and Pilots Association, Experimental Aircraft Association and Antique Airplane Association.
Heavily involved in his community, Harris has served as a member and president of various organizations, including the Blackwell Chamber of Commerce, Kaw Lake Association, Will Rogers Council, Boy Scouts of America, Blackwell Quarterback Club, Blackwell School Foundation and Blackwell Rotary Club. He served six years as city councilman for the Town of Hall Park, Okla., and was actively involved with many youth and church activities with his two sons.
Harris has been married to his wife, Judy, for 32 years and they are the proud parents of sons, Micah, 26, and Travis, 24. They are also the proud grandparents of a grandson, Sage, age 2 ½, and a granddaughter, 1-year-old Cadence.
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