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Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird Elected 
2006 Secretary Of The National Association Of State Aviation Officials 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird was elected to serve as secretary on the 2006 executive committee for the National Association of State Aviation Officials (NASAO) Tuesday during an awards banquet at the 74th NASAO Annual Convention & Trade Show in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Founded in 1931, NASAO is one of the most senior aviation organizations in the U.S., predating even the Federal Aviation Administration’s predecessor – the Civil Aeronautics Authority. NASAO represents state government aviation agencies in all 50 states, Guam and Puerto Rico. Bird’s election puts him on the historic fast-track for being named treasurer of the organization in 2007, vice chair in 2008 and to be elected as the first Oklahoman to serve as chairman in 2009.
Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry said Bird’s election to NASAO brings honor to not only the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, but to the entire state. 

“I congratulate Director Bird on his new position,” Gov. Henry said. “It reflects positively not just on him, but on the entire state of Oklahoma. Oklahoma is a national leader in aerospace endeavors, and this is further confirmation of the leading role our state plays in this field.”

U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe (R-OK) said he is also pleased with Bird’s election as secretary to NASAO’s executive committee.
“With Victor Bird as the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission director, we have had one of the most aggressive state Aeronautics Commissions in the nation,” Inhofe said. “I have long stated that decisions regarding our local and regional airports need to be made by people with first-hand experience of our airports and communities. Victor Bird has demonstrated repeatedly that he understands the issues facing state aviation agencies and I am certain that his expertise will benefit our entire nation as the new secretary of NASAO.”
Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin said she has served with Bird on various aviation-related committees, including the Governor’s Aerospace Taskforce, which she chaired in 2004.
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“Victor Bird is an outstanding leader of his agency and a strong booster of the growing aviation industry in our state,” Fallin said. “It is a tribute to his leadership that NASAO has chosen him for a key role, where he will be an even more effective voice for Oklahoma at the national level.”
Similar thoughts were echoed by Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Chairman Wes Stucky.

“We are immensely proud of Director Bird,” Stucky said. “Not only is he a first-class director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, his election as secretary of NASAO is an indication of the respect he has gained across the country for his skilled leadership and dedication to excellence. The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission is a key player when it comes to aviation issues on a state and national level and Vic’s election to the executive committee is a reflection of the good work he and his staff have accomplished through the years.”
Luther E. Trent, director of airports for the City of Oklahoma City, said he’s very excited for Bird. 

“I think he’s an outstanding choice for these positions and will do an excellent job for the national organization,” Trent said. “I’m very happy for him!”
NASAO President and CEO Henry Ogrodzinski said the NASAO Nomination Committee is made up of former NASAO chairs who carefully explore a nominee’s credentials and several factors led to the selection of Bird as secretary to the organization’s executive committee, including Bird’s years of service in various positions of leadership. They include serving as NASAO’s regional director of Region 7 in 2005 (Region 7 includes Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas and New Mexico), his work on the legislative committee (3 years) and on the finance committee (1 year). 
“We were certainly looking for someone who is a dynamic leader,” Ogrodzinski said. “Our executive committee is made up of individuals who have a well-rounded background in state government and aviation issues. They also have to be very conversant on all aviation issues at the state, federal and technical levels.
“Vic has gained the necessary experience by serving on the financial and legislative committees. We are fortunate that Vic is also a skilled attorney. He’s been enormously helpful to me in recent years in doing such things as changing bylaws and crafting legislative language. When NASAO comments about the federal funding, our organization is taken seriously by the powers that be. 
“We often go to the U.S. House and U.S. Senate delegations advising legislators that the FAA should get ‘X’ number of dollars for certain aviation-related projects. Vic will be doing more of this type of work in the future.”

In addition to Bird’s appointment as secretary, Richard Turner of Vermont was elected to serve as the chairman of the executive committee in 2006; Travis Vallin of Colorado will serve as vice chair and Michelle McEnany of Iowa will serve as treasurer.
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Ogrodzinski said Bird is not the first Oklahoman to serve on the executive committee. Prior to being renamed the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, the state agency was known as the Oklahoma Aeronautics and Space Commission. Gen. Dana Batey (ret.), who served as the agency’s director from March 1991 to September 1998, served on NASAO’s executive committee in various capacities, but retired before being elected as chairman.

“I’m thrilled at the prospect of working with Vic,” Ogrodzinski said. “On Oct. 1, Vic officially becomes secretary and I will begin working with him on a monthly basis to adequately represent our states in Congress.”
Bird said he looks forward to the challenges ahead and the opportunity to contribute to aviation change on both a state and national level.
“In all sincerity, I am deeply humbled and honored by this vote of confidence from my peers,” Bird said. “My staff and the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission deserve the credit for this. Without their support, this would not have been possible.”
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 114 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of the aviation industry, one of the top employers in Oklahoma, which provides more than 140,000 jobs and produces a $12 billion industrial output statewide.
Bird became director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission in December 2002. An attorney and veteran of state government, he served Oklahoma State University’s Board of Regents for five years, the Lieutenant Governor’s office for one year, and the Attorney General’s office for nearly 12 years. Bird spent his last four years with the Attorney General’s office as chief deputy attorney general of the Civil Division supervising more than 50 assistant attorneys general. He was also the driving force for the enactment of the Oklahoma Antitrust Reform Act in 1998 – the first significant revision to Oklahoma’s antitrust law since statehood.

Bird’s emphasis is promoting the aerospace industry, one of the state’s largest industries; critical planning and development for the State’s public airport system; achieving the objective of the Commission to make as many of the state’s 49 regional business airports jet-capable as possible within this decade (currently 40 of the 49 regional business airports are jet-capable); fostering partnerships between various public entities (e.g., cities, counties and universities) to act as airport sponsors (thus spreading the responsibility for maintaining an airport) and encouraging public-private partnerships to grow the aerospace industry.
Bird was a driving force for the formation of the Governor’s Aerospace Task Force; and is spearheading the way in the implementation of the Task Force recommendations, including the establishment of the Oklahoma Aerospace Industry Association, a trade association to represent the industry. He is also a frequently requested speaker who shares his vision of aviation’s future with others as he spreads his own brand of “airvangelism” across the state.
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