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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 15, 2004
Wiley Post Commission Announces Creation Of ‘Wiley Post Spirit Award’
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Curtiss-Wright Wiley Post Hangar, Inc. of Oklahoma City announces the recent creation of the Wiley Post Commission. In turn, the new Wiley Post Commission has created a new award in honor of famed Oklahoma aviator, Wiley Post, in the form of the “Wiley Post Spirit Award.”

Bob Kemper, executive director, Curtiss-Wright Wiley Post Hangar, Inc., said the purpose of the commission is to establish an annual award that brings national and international recognition to an individual in general aviation who best exemplifies the engineering and innovative pioneer spirit of Wiley Post.


“In particular, we want to award the “Wiley Post Spirit Award” to someone who hasn't the financial support of either the government or of a large corporate backer,” Kemper said. “Too often achievements in general aviation or sports aviation are not recognized because they are an individual’s effort, and these pilots and builders don't have the media apparatus to make their endeavors known.”
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird said he applauds the creation of the commission and subsequent award for recognizing the real historical significance of Wiley Post. Post was an international hero and was the first person to fly solo around the world in 1931. New York City honored his accomplishments by holding held the largest tickertape parade in modern history. He also invented the high-altitude pressure suit, which is considered today to be a forerunner of the modern spacesuit. 
Additionally, Post discovered the jet stream in 1932 and set records for altitude, speed and distance. He was a test pilot for Lockheed Aircraft Co. during the 1930s and was instrumental in the design and development of many of their aircraft – scores of which were later used by the military during World War II and can be found today in many modern airliners. Post died in 1935 during a plane accident in Point Barrow, Ala., along with Oklahoma’s celebrated satirist and movie star Will Rogers.
“Oklahoma is immensely proud of our renowned aviators and astronauts,” Bird said, “and of Oklahoma’s strong love and support of aeronautics. The ‘Wiley Post Spirit Award’ captures that essence of individualism and exploration that Post is known for and the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission supports any and all such efforts to bring honor to those who embrace aviation.”
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Bird said Post and other famed aviators were recognized with state citations as “Heroes of Oklahoma Aviation” during the state’s 100th Anniversary of the Power of Flight in December of 2004 at Wiley Post Airport in Oklahoma City.

Kemper said the Wiley Post Commission’s selection committee consists of long time aviation professionals, amateur aircraft builders and pilots, plus a former astronaut. 
“One of our commission members was instrumental in the creation of the ‘Jim Thorpe Award,’ one of the most prestigious awards in collegiate football,” he said. “We will build the ‘Wiley Post Spirit Award’ into an equally prestigious award.”
The recipient of the 2004 “Wiley Post Spirit Award” will be announced during the first annual “Wiley Post Spirit Award Banquet.” The formal banquet is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at the Servicenter FBO (Fixed Space Operator) at Wiley Post Airport, located 7200 NW 63 Street. For more information, please call (405) 709-1550, and ask for Donna.
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster, and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 123 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of aviation, one of the top employers in Oklahoma. 
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