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Wagoner’s Hefner-Easley Airport Granted $65,149 
In Matching Grants For Improvements
OKLAHOMA CITY – The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission overwhelmingly on Dec. 9 approved a $58,148 grant that will require a 10-percent match of funds by the City of Wagoner for a total of $65,149 to be used to bury overhead power lines at the Hefner-Easley Airport in Wagoner.

Dale Williams, Planning and Engineering Division manager, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, said power lines currently cross the end of the airport’s runway causing a possible obstruction for pilots trying to land or takeoff.
“It’s more of a safety issue for the flying public,” Williams said. “We believe this investment of state funds will directly correct the safety issue of the power lines at the airport.”

Larry Morgan, superintendent, City of Wagoner, said he and others in the community are very pleased to receive the more than $58,000 matching grant because aviation-enthusiasts have complained about the power lines. Wagoner has approximately 43 based aircraft at the Hefner-Easley Airport with approximately 18,000 operations (flights in and out of the airport) annually and 40 hangers.
“We’ve got quite a few planes coming out of here,” Morgan said, “and the traffic has grown such that we’ve had a lot of complaints. We believe burying the power lines will make it much safer.”

Morgan said the owner of the power lines, Lake Region Electric Cooperative, will perform the work needed to bury the power line. He said the City of Wagoner will provide in-kind services by digging the service line. He added that the city and local airport-hanger owners also eventually plan to fund the construction of a 3,400 foot taxiway (a separate funding initiative that will cost approximately $45,000). Future plans could also possibly include extending the runway way another 200 feet, making the runway 3,600 feet.

“We’re kind of excited about it,” he said, “but our immediate concern is the power lines.”

The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster, and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 123 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of aviation, one of the top employers in Oklahoma. 
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