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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 8, 2004
City Of Elk City To Hold Dedication Ceremony Celebrating 

Improvements To The Elk City Municipal Airport On Friday
OKLAHOMA CITY – The City of Elk City is fast preparing for its dedication ceremony celebrating an array of improvements to the infrastructure of the Elk City Municipal Airport, including the extension of its runway and taxiway, making it the 39th regional airport in Oklahoma to become jet-capable. The ceremony starts at 2:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10 at the airport, located at 101 Norman Martin Blvd. in Elk City.

City of Elk City Manager Guy Hylton said other improvements include new fencing, a new non-directional beacon and an automated-weather system. He praised the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission for its role in extending the runway and taxiway by nearly 1,000 feet (each).
 “The movers and shakers don’t come on a bus and we appreciate Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird and the Commission’s input and funding to strengthen general aviation around the state,” Hylton said. “The improvements we have been able to accomplish at the Elk City Municipal Airport have allowed us to better serve the needs of Elk City and Oklahoma.”
U.S. Rep. Frank D. Lucas, R-Cheyenne, said the improvements will make the region more competitive for current and future business ventures.

“The Elk City Municipal Airport is an important part of the community’s infrastructure,” Lucas said. “Making this airport jet-capable will help bring business to Elk City, and will help the city compete for the biggest and best business opportunities available.”

Dale Williams, airport development manager, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, said the Elk City Municipal Airport’s runway is now 5,400 feet – 5,000 feet are needed to make a runaway jet-capable.
“Through our channeling duties at the Commission, our team planned and programmed the runway and taxiway improvements to be funded with federal-state apportionment dollars,” Williams said. “These improvements mean the airport is jet-capable for Elk City and nearby communities.”

The federal government provided funds through an innovative federal financing program. The Elk City Municipal Airport’s runway and taxiway extensions were paid with 60 percent federal dollars, 20-percent state and 20 airport-sponsor dollars. The total cost of the project was funded at more than $1.1 million.  
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Traditionally, federal grants are split with federal dollars that pay 90 percent of the costs, while state dollars pay 5 percent and airport-sponsor dollars pay 5 percent of the costs associated with improvements.
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission Director Victor Bird said the Commission is grateful to the Federal Aviation Administration for its partnership in strengthening the State’s airport system. 

“As Guy said, today, business does not come to town on a Greyhound Bus,” Bird said. “It comes to town in a plane, and more often than not – a jet. With this extension, Elk City is capable of accommodating just such jets, no question. This is, indeed, a tremendous development for the economy and citizens of not only Elk City, but the entire area. Congratulations!

“The return on your and the state’s investment is going to far exceed the investment.”
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission’s mission is to encourage, foster, and assist in the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of airports. This includes the preservation and improvement of the State's 123 public airports in communities throughout the State, which make up the State airport system; and the promotion of aviation, one of the top employers in Oklahoma. 
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Additional art and cutline information available upon request …
CUTLINE: Regional Business Airports.bmp or jpeg: This is a map identifying commercial service and regional business airports in Oklahoma.




