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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JUNE 20, 2003
AERONAUTICS COMMMISSION HELPS FUND AVIATION EDUCATION IN TULSA
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission recently approved a $30,000 aviation education grant to the Tulsa Airports Improvement Trust that will go towards producing two additional videos for the Multi-media Classroom at the Tulsa International Airport.  One will highlight the history of aviation in Tulsa and the other will focus specifically on aviation career opportunities available.  
In May 2002 plans were developed and construction began on a Multi-media Aviation Education Classroom at the airport.  The classroom is divided into two areas, travel/careers and technology.  The Aviation Theater gives students the opportunity to further explore aviation careers by role-playing various positions associated with airlines, airports and travel. 
“A crucial segment of this experience is the “in-flight” video sponsored by the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, which the students will see while on their virtual trip,” said Mary Smith, Airports Marketing Director for the Tulsa Airport Authority.
The Tulsa Airport Authority staff and teachers from the Tulsa Public Schools and other surrounding districts will assist in the development of the content and supervise production of the videos. 
Ms. Smith added, “Over 6,000 school children per year are projected to participate and we thank the Commission for supporting this unique program.”
Teachers from surrounding districts will be invited to a one-day workshop this fall that will highlight Tulsa International’s Aviation Education Program.  The workshop will provide teachers with materials to prepare their classes for their visit to the airport and provide support for classroom discussions and assignments following their visit. 

“This program is a great way for students to experience all facets of the airline industry, from security measures to being part of the airline crew,” said Commission Director, Victor Bird.


“A mock up of an airplane, complete with seats, windows, and a cockpit is an excellent means to teach children about aviation using hands-on education,” said Commission Chairman, Bill Kendrick.
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