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OKLAHOMA AERONAUTICS COMMISSION

3700 N. Classen Blvd., Suite 240

Oklahoma City, OK 73118

(405) 604-6900
(405) 604-6919 Fax
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUGUST 29, 2003

AERONAUTICS COMMISSION CHANGES POLICY TO AID IN 
FEDERALLY-FUNDED PROJECTS FOR AIRPORTS
At its recent Commission meeting the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission changed its policy allowing the Commission to participate in federally funded projects for airports. Past policy state that Commission would not participate in a federal match project unless otherwise agreed to by the Commission. This new policy was initiated due to larger projects being implemented and difficulties from the cities coming up with their match/share of project costs. 

The new policy states the Commission may provide half of the federal required match on state apportionment and discretionary projects that have a total project cost of two million dollars or less; however the sponsor is responsible for 100% of the federal required match on all other federal projects, such as non-primary entitlement and high priority projects. 
“This policy will allow for the preliminary and design engineering to be performed as a separate grant prior to construction funding being available,” said Commission Planning and Engineering Manager, Dale Williams.
Funds the Commission and the City expend for the preliminary and design engineering are eligible project items and may be considered as a portion of the 10% federal match for the project. Having the plans and specifications completed early will allow the project to move directly into the bidding and construction phase once the federal capital funds become available. With the new policy the Commission can obtain a more defined project scope, better identify the project work items and improve control of the scope during the design phase.
“These are very worthy projects at airports that play a significant role in their area economies. We are glad we could help the cities,” said Commission Director, Victor Bird.
“We are just pleased we can provide this assistance to our airports,” said Commission Chairman, Kenneth Adams.
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