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AIRPORTS GET STATE GRANTS FOR IMPROVEMENTS
The Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission recently approved over $1.7 million dollars worth of state grants to five airports for improvements. 
The City of Seminole received a $95,980 state grant on a $106,644 project. This grant will go towards installing runway lights at the Jimmie Austin Seminole Regional Airport. 
“The City of Seminole is taking an $850,000 cut in our budget this year and this grant could not have come at a better time,” said Mike Grant, Public Works Director.
McAlester Regional Airport was awarded $635,272 of state funds for airport improvements. The Airport has over 40 aircraft based at its facilities and has a total of 21,100 operations per year. Research indicates that this may be the largest state grant in the history of the Commission, and its predecessor, the Oklahoma Aviation Commission.
The grant will consists of reconstructing the north end of the runway 550 feet, reconstructing the expansion joints, rehabilitating the concrete joints and cracks, cleaning and treating the discolored runway surface and installing a new electrical transclosure. The total cost of this project is $705,858.
 
“On behalf of the City of McAlester we appreciate the opportunity to join in on this venture and acquire these funds that will address the needs of continuing aviation in Southeastern Oklahoma,” commented Oklahoma Senator Richard Lerblance.
A $570,584 grant went to the Hobart Municipal Airport for an asphalt overlay of the runway. With this project the runway will now have a usable length of 5,554 feet. The total runway project cost is $633,982.

 “We appreciate the support and help from the Commission staff and we thank the Commission for approving this project,” said Wilt Brown, City Manager of Hobart.

Another state grant was awarded to the City of Oklahoma City in the amount of $429,157 for a project at Wiley Post Airport. The total cost of this project is $476,841. The project will consist of constructing the connecting taxiway from the end of runway 17 left, to the end of runway 17 right. The airport has over 83,000 total operations per year and over 385 based aircraft. 
“We would like to extend our appreciation on behalf of the Department of Airports in Oklahoma City for this important project for Wiley Post and we thank the staff for their support,” said Scott Keith, Wiley Post Airport Manager.
The City of Medford received a $6,989 grant that will go towards installing a pilot radio control unit, which will control the existing runway lights. The total cost of the project is $7,766. 
“We are happy to be able to provide these state grants to our airports. They are vital to the economy of their communities and the state,” said Commission Director, Victor Bird.

“I would echo the comments of our Director and add that I am thankful to the Legislature for making these grants possible,” said Commission Chairman Kenneth Adams.
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